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MAD AN, R 3 
SI COULD make no better Apology 
for adding this to the Crowd of 
Diſcourſes upon this Subject, than 
to let the Publick know that Your 
| Requeſt was the Reaſon of its 
Publication. I am well aſſur d, that I could 
mi pay this Deference to a more Eminent 
Example of Charity, or (were it not for Dur 


w great Approbation of this Sermon) a better 


Judge of it. 7 

What is here ſaid of Faithfulneſs, in conſi- 
ung the important Truft of Riches, and of 
Diſcretion in managing it, all that know You 
«an exemplify from Your Character; and a few 
more ſuch Examples are wanted to make the 


A 2 Puli 


ANC * 


PEP — N | 

FOR LY TE > LE ng. 228 EI RD — iD 

. ; P's . : — : 4 \ N * Vo ” 44 

SE PEE 0 nts 2 S "gt: * * 5 JI 
1 3. 4 - 2 4 FLARES Q . We, 


5 II,” oe V.- ww 
L. £27? CEOS SS PI 
$a. - EE — Ty 


Ge 


vg 
L 
5 404 ER, SIR SH? -* \ 2 2 - . 
2 1 „ 4x26 x an: ; l 
LEY I ESTAS > woos 5 . 


n . : 

=” 4 A 

* e ee 
' 


uulice "- this Duty more fa bionable in bojh 
Eg. 14 I ST SOT 
The Generality look upon Charity” as ſons. 
thing ſo much more Voluntary than Neceſſay 
' that they think a, ſmall Remainder from expen 

five and ſuperfluous Follies may ſerve, and bot 
the Prodigal and the Miſer wvainly plead thy 
Example of The 'Widow's; Mite; in the Goſpel 
as an Excuſe for giving no more. But jj 
this Duty were more view'd in a Chriſlg 
Light, their Bounty to the Poor would appel 
as a Debt of Juſtice to GOD, and they would 
by Frugality and Self-Denial, endeavour to fu 
niſh out firſt the Means, and thereby the Cm 
venience for Charity. That You, Madam, wit 
the Few that diſcharge their Truſt. faithful 
in this Part, may ſee the Succeſs' of Your Chi 
ritable Endeavours here, and reap. the Rewar, 
of them hereafter ; is the Hearty Wiſh of, 
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Your Ladyſhip's Moſt Obedient, 
And Moſt Humble Servant, 
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nd I ſay unto you, ate 75 
our ſelves Friends of the 
"ul Mammon of Unrighteouſ- 
will neſs, that when Je fail they 
may recerve you into ede 
laſting Habitations. 


by 
1 it 


— HES E Wards 4 the Moral 

to the foregoing Parable. Our 
Lord ſets forth the unjuſt Ste- 
ward's Prodigality, as a Repre- 
ſentation of our common Guilt, 
abu ing our ſeveral Truſts, and his. carly 
eight in providing for Himſelf, as an Ex- 
le to out Caution and Circumſpection. 
is he accus'd of waſting his Maſter's Goods? 
ch is the Guilt of any one who hides his 
ent in a Napkin, or lays. out the Whole 
It upon himſelf, who looks upon the Poſ- 
ons with which he is entruſted, as ſo much 
2 ion for private Luxury, and _ employs 
n not, as a juſt Steward ought, upon the 
8 B _ Honour 
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Hoon e lo, or the W elfare of "ru 
low-Serr ts. INS 
Thesteward in- .the Parable neither for 
boi e was to give an Account of his Offi 
no that this Account was a bad one; 
inew his Maſter too well, to believe that 
could either cover his Guilt with Craft, or 
void the Puniſhment of it by Perſuaſio jon, 
therefore provided for the Conſequence of 
ill Reckoning, by making Friends elſewhere, 
This therefore leads us to that Part of 
Example that we muſt imitate ; we are | 
the Wife Steward, to remember that the 
veral Talents of Knowledge, of Capacity, 
of Riches, are to be. one Day accounted f 
and that the beſt are not ſo prepar'd to m 
their Lord, nor ſo faithful in all their { 
counts, as not to need the Wiſdom of br 
ing off their Sins by Righteouſneſs, and their 
quities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, Dan. iv 
But Laſtly, What is moſt Remarkable, 
Steward made this Proviſion for himſelf « 
of his Maſter's Goods, which may let us! 
the true Notion of Riches, which, as a Leat 
Father upon the place, oblerves, are commit 
in Truſt, not abſolutely given, and vet that 
theſe ſo little our own we may purchaſe ach 
Admiſſ ion into everlaſting Habitations. 
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he Words Mammon of unrigheduſueſ are 
«rd by ſome, to the unjuſt getting of Ri- 
5; and by others, to the unlawful Employ- 
nt of chem. 

zut the Word ue hath in the Helleniſtical 


„ e, che ſame Latitude with the Word YU, 
5 i! is oppos'd, not only to Juſtice and Ho- 
* ty, but to Truth and Reality. Thus in 


cleventh Verſe, if therefore you have not 
faithful in the unrighteous Mammon, who 
ll commit to you the true Riches, where 
righteous is oppos'd to true. 

The Mammon of unrightcouſneſs then means 
more than falſe empty Riches, and 
h, moſt certainly, are the Riches of this 
ald, but low in their Uſe, and uncer- 
n in their Poſſeſſion, when compar'd with 
true Riches, with that heavenly Treaſure, 
neither Mast h. nor Ruſt doth corrupt, and 
lh Tbei ves cannot break through and 
ul. 

The Words lead to theſe three Particu- 
ts 


Firſt, That Riches are a Truſt committed 
us by God for certain Uſes. 

Secondly, What are the Methods of Dil- 
aging this Truſt, 

ns Thirdly, The Reward and Blcfling that will 
A end the Doing ſo. 


1115 


S 2 | I, That 
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ps That Riches are a Truſt commited 
us for certain Uſes. 

To underſtand the Nature of this Truſt: 
better, we ſhould. look into. the General Re 
ſon of Riches and Poverty in Mankind. TW 
unequal Diſtribution of worldly Goods oug 
to be neither Matter of Complaint to the I 
contented, nor of Cavil to the Prophan 
'This Diſpenſation i is not the Effect of a bli 
Sovereign-Chance that governs all Thing 
nor of a careleſs unconcern'd Providence, þ 
1s the wiſe Appointment of that God, wh 
Mercy is over all his Works. T he Poor nv 
Rich meet together, the Lord is the Male our 
them all, Prov. xxli. 2. 

This Method of Providence is no leſs { 
viceable to the Univerfal Good of the Cre 
tion, than to each one's private Advantag 
It is ſerviceable to the Publick, as it ten 
to maintain a due Subordination of Gover 
ment, and it is ſerviceable to private Goo 
as it gives more Opportunities of improviniſle 
our Minds in Love and Charity. Pane 

It there were not an uncqual Diſtriburih 
of Property, the Rich would loſe the 0} 
portunities of Tenderneſs and Good-Natur 
and the Poor want the Merit of Patience: 
Modeſty. 
f This Abundance o on the one hand, and the 
Wants on che other, hoi Men rogerher 
Cloe 


loſer Bonds, and promote that Commerce 


f Good Offices, by which the Order of the 
Vorld ſubſiſts. Should every Man have a 


uſt Mlentiful Share of Goods, and that Share wholly, 
dependent upon the Kindneſs of any other, 


it hath now Men. Since there: ſeems not 


x 


dear Men to each other without Intereſt 


| Dependanch „ REI. 
bing As the Bounty of Providence appears (which, 
e, bf certainly doth?) in providing amply tor his: 
whaW'rcatures, ſo the Wiſdom of that Bounty in 
V Monveying thro' each other's Hand his Neigh- 


the Rich, and the Dependance of the Poor 
rviceable to each other's private Advantage, 
nd to the publick Ends of Order and De- 
ency. 


me gains a conſiderable Share of worldly 


ings, but (next to Providence that appoints 


ance of One, to the Direction of Another, 
nd to the diſtant Wiſhes and Encourage. 


ne ever falls into great Wants, or at leaſt 


umanity of his Neighbour is anſwerable for 
k, f * 5 


- | E 1 When 


ie World would then have as many Savages, 


enerally Vertue enough in the World to. 


our's Happineſs. In making the Authority 


| Dr — - 


Thus are Matters diſposd, that ſeldom any 
be Inſtruments,) he is indebted to the Aſſi- 


ent of a Third. On the other ſide, no 


ies long under them, but the Injuſtice or In- 
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When we look abroad into the ſeper 
Scenes of Griping and ſcvere Wants, we y 
not to charge a good God with making {le 
der Proviſion. But we muſt charge wil 
this the expenſive Luxury, and narrow Se 
fiſhneſs of a Few that graſp more than the 
Share, and dam up the Streams of God 
Bleſſings from running down to others, 

This Narrowneſs of Soul is contrary t 
the Truſt which God hath repos'd in us, ani 
whoſoever being very able to relicve hi 
ſuffering Neighbour, yer is hard-hearted| 
Deaf to his Complaints, when he denies hin 
what is his own by Juſtice, or what is ſome 
times as much ſo by Charity; he waſtes þ 
Maſier's Goods; and is a Partner in Guil 
with the Unjuſt Steward. Whoſo hath th 
World's Goods, and ſeeth his Brother hav 
need, and ſhutteth up his Compaſſion © fron 
him, how dwelleth the Love of God in 
him, 1 S. Joh. ill. 17. F 
God in general hath made ſufficient Pro- 
viſion for all, but the Application of thit 
| Proviſion is to be the Matter of Human Vi- 
tue. He intends the ſame Effect from this 
as he did from the Manna in the Wildernels 
where they that gatherd much had i. 
thing over, and they that gathered little had m 
Cor. 8. 15: | 2 
It is undoubtedly God's Pleaſure that thi 
Proportion ſhould be always obſerv'd, and | 

PST Y | is 


4 , 
-- ». 


FS 9 


the Duty of thoſe in whoſe: power it is, to 
ge care that it be fo, that: the. abundance 
ſome may ſo fupply the Wants of others, 
it none be excluded the conveniencies of 
le. 

Hath he given his Bleſſings wich a ſparing 
ind, we are to expect the remaining Sup- 
ly from our Fellow-Servants ; Hath he ſhowr'd 
em down plentifully, we are to look upon 
ur ſelves as entruſted for others. The rich 
ughr not to deny what is neceſſary, the 
bor ſhould ask no more than is ſo ; the one 
jould be Compaſſionate and Condeſcending, 
e other Modeſt and Content. When a Man 
cicves himſelf ſingly the Author of his Poſ- 
ſſons, and as the Prophet expreſſes it, Sa- 
ijices to his Net and burns Incenſe to his Drag, 
ab. 1. 16. he miſtakes very much the Origi- 
al of his Wealth. But yer it he believe them 
oming from God abſolutely for his own Uſe, 
ce miſtakes the Tenure by which he holds 
hem, 

The former of theſe. Errors will leſſen his 
Thankfulneſs to God, and the latter his Cha- 
ty to his Brother. But One that conſiders 
Things aright, will believe that he holds 
hem by a limited Truſt, not by abſolute 
roperty, and that they are the publick 
Treaſure as well. as his Own. 

But as the general goodneſs and care of 
od to his Creatures lead us into the nature 


{ this Truſt, ſo too the courſe of human 
Afairs 
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Affairs doth the like. The frequent ; 
unexpected Revolutions of Power and Wei 
are a great Evidence of this Truſt : ſo mz 
Eſtates gain'd without the Endeavours, 
loſt wiithout any Fault in the Owner, 
Tufficient Proof that human Affairs are g 
vern'd by a ſuperior Direction. 5 
However ſome may improperly call 
viciſſitude of Condition Fortune, and othe 
prophanely think it ſo; yet a good M 
will from hence learn that God 35 the Ju 


that putieth down one and ſetteth up lice: 
„ 9, Merc 
This flux and reflux of Poſſeſſion muſt c p 


vince us, that Riches are ſuch a Truſt a 
reſumable at God's Pleaſure, and as it proy 
every Condition expos'd to change, fo is 
Probability of that Change well fitted to inſp 
Men with e and Compaſſion, T 
-general pity of Mankind is founded upon th 
Notion, that the ſufferings of another hal 
been, or may be our own Caſe. Hereupc 
Ariſtotle, Lib. II. Rkhet. obſerves, that the pe 
fectly happy, or extremely Miſerable, arent 
ſenſible of this Paſſion : the one having had n 
experience of Adverſity in himſelf, hath 
Senſe of it in others; the other thinks 
much concern due to his own hard Caſe, f L 


to have no pity to ſpare for his Neighbour. Mint 
However theſe extremes of Happinels Mie 
Miſery are the Portion of very ſew, the FW Ch 
nerality are of a changeable Condition, al 


/ 6 


| \ 
it 2 1 9 ) _ 
Weiße by chat better fitted for Compaſſion 2 
maſſey are neither ſo unchangeably Happy as 
„ U have no Experience of Misfortune, nor ſo 
r, Mpplorably Miſerable in their own Opinion, 
P Wer a 
e oF not to diſcover ſomething lower and more 
 Wncntable in the Condition of ſome other, 
Ir this changeable State of the Majority, as 
otnel is the School of Tenderneſs and good 
Mare, ſo doth it give a ſenfible. Proof of 
Jula inferior dependant Truſt, that all hold 
) der God. 1 pM — 5 55 
Providence doth not in theſe Revolutions 
ca Power and Wealth ſcatter his Favours 
d With a blind Chance, or ill-grounded Partia- 
roy ; he gives and reſumes them with a Wiſ= 
5 om becoming himſelf, and performs both 
nipecſe ſo as is moſt ſuitable to our Spiritual 
ondition. * 7 
ni Liſtly, the Neceſſities of Mankind further 
12d us into the Nature of this Truſt. 
Theſe are thrown into a narrow Compaſs 
y Nature, and into a much narrower by the 
olpel, and if well underſtood, do in the 
d Penerality fall much below the Proviſion 
h Wade for them. _ 
The Exceſſes of Pomp, and the Superfluitles 
©, Luxury, are by ill Cuſtom and falſe Judg- 
ent rank d amongſt the Conveniencies of 
lle; but if conſider d in that Light, in which 
W Chriſtian ſhould view them, are far from be- 
W's lo. Theſe, when indulg'd, tempt us in- 
che Abuſe of our Truſt, they eat out the 
mM C poor 


— 


charging this Truſt. 1 
and the firſt of theſe is to render Thanks to 
Giver. | „ 


a 

1 to conſider the Relation which we bear 
perflour Maſter, and, as by his Bounty, we en- 

t wh this honourable Truſt, we ſhould remem- 

is Ve the Submiſſion and Thankfulneſs that are 

Inſtue for it. On 

onabMiches, by what Methods ſoever they come, 


to be reckon'd as convey'd thro? different 
annels from the ſame Fountain. It they 
got by our own Induſtry, God muſt be 
kd for the Bleſſing upon our Endeavours, 
by Inheritance, for the ſame Bleſſing upon our 
ceſtors. In all theſe Caſes, God certainly is, 
d with humble Thankfulneſs is to be ac- 
owledg'd the Giver. The Lord maketh poor, 
rp maketh rich, he bringeth low, and lifteth up. 
e raiſeth up the Poor out of the Duſt, aud liſt- 
up the Beggar from the Dunghill to ſet 
= among Princes, and make them inherit 
wr Throne of Glory, for the Pillars of the Earth 
e the Lord's, and he hath ſet the World upon 
mn, 1 Sam. ii. 7, 8, Oc. 1 
But here, indeed, is the great Danger of 
ealch, that the Giver of them is too ſoon 
rot. Men are too ready to bleſs and hal- 
W the low Inſtrument of their Succeſſes, and 
op very far ſhort of the firſt Cauſe, God 


” - 
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-condly, I am to ſhew the Methods of 


ve are only Stewards, it will be neceſ- 
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Himſelf. They draw more Pride from th 
own unequal Share in the Performance, th 
Gratitude from God's Bleſſing, and that | 
cenſe that is ſingly due to Heaven, is unj 
ly and unthankfully beſtow'd upon the 
N „„ 4; 
Forgetful of what is paſt, and fearleſy 
the future, they put their whole Truſt in 
Arm of Fleſh, and pay the feweſt Thanks whe 
moſt are due. T hey ſay to the Gold, thou Mi 
my Hope; and to the fine Gold, thou an 
Confidence ; and by this miſplac'd unbelicy 
Truſt, turn that into a Curſe, that by Pro 
_ dence was deſign'd for a Bleſſing. 

But the good Man is never cool in the Sen 
or ſilent in the n of his Thank 
neſs, and in all Conditions, gives God 
Glory. He imitates the unweary'd Zeal u 
Affection of the Pſalmiſt, He hath the Pri 
of God continually in his Mouth, and is tali 
of his Salvation from day to day. jon: 


II. The ſecond Method of Diſcharging ti 
Truſt, is to employ it in that way which G 
requires. 

It is requir'd of Stewards, that they be fou 
faithful, and their Faithfulneſs cannot appe 
better than in employing their Maſter's G00 
for his Service, and according to his Appoil 
ment. . 

God out of his plentiful Proviſion allo 

us a competent Share, but when Men go b 


yol 


T8) 
m tand this Rule, when they multiply Neceſſi- 
e, Mes that Nature never taught, nor Religion al- 
hat | Wa, they become both Unprofitable and 
un faithful. | 
the He hath not ſo Me us this World's Goods 
to give us free Liberty to laviſh them up- 
cls In Folly and Extravagance, he requires that 
in Wme Overplus (and a frugal Temperance 
Win ever find ſome) ſhould he laid om upon 
0 Mis common Houſhold. 
art The Truth is, that Temperance and Self- 
licvifiſenial are Chriſtian Virtues, even upon this 
Profccount, as they furniſh a "larger Stock for 
wt - and it is certain that he wants much 
f a Goſpel Diſpoſition that would not part 
th a ſmall Pleaſure for an Act of eminent 
ompaſſion. 
Doth the rich Man with an expenſ ve Gree- 
lineſs provide only for himſelf ? hath he no- 
hing to ſpare from his unneceſſary Diver- 
ons ? he takes more than his Share, and is 
countable for it. 
The Prodigal ſhould conſider, with owl 
uch more Read he might let a ſtarving 
brother have a Share with him, than thoſc 
eedleſs Pleaſures he dearly maintains, and that 
he Coſts of one riotous Exceſs might have 
ed and cloth'd many Hungry and Nakcd. 
The Miſer ſhould bluſh to think of his 
mprovident Churliſhneſs to himſelf and o- 
bers; he ſhould be aſhamed of the ill Huſ- 
andry of deterring lis Charity, like his Re- 
pentance, 


Sent 
nkf 
41 


il a 


Fra 


pentance, to his Death-bed, and compoun 
ing for many hard-hearted Denials, by of thi 
LS [A ( 


6 Lc 


extorted Legacy. 
- God doth not, in requiring Charity, abridz 
Men of what is reaſonable, but allows the; 
no more than is ſo; he is willing to tak 
our Leavings, and that we ſhould relieve t 
Poor out of what-we can reaſonably ſpare, 
He hath conſiſtently with this forbad 
both unneceſſary Pleaſures, and anxious Cay 
or the Morrow, and the Man that accordinifi 
to the Goſpel is govern'd by Virtue in h 
Deſires, and ſupported by Providence in h 
Expectations, will never want the Power ( 
the Will to be Charitable. 8 
When Men ſerve God with the Overpluli 
of their Poſſeſſions, when with a kind Het 
and open” Hand they ſmooth the Roughne| 
of humane- Life, they then pertorm the pa 
of juſt and faithful Stewards. 

God hath been pleaſed to put the Poor 
his own ſtead, and requir'd that thoſe in 
menſe Debts of Gratitude to him, ſhould t 
paid in Love and Kindneſs to them, in as mu 

as ye have done it to one of the leaſt of theſe n 
brethren, you have done it unto me, Mat. xxv. 4 


a 


We have from him all we can have or hof 
for, and the only Recompenſe we are dd, b 
make, is through the Poor's Hands to retuntag 
him a ſmall part of his own. df 
Our Tribute of Praiſes and Thanks a ve | 


but ſo much empty Breath, when not youd 


* (15) 
7 0 


ride 


thei 


God, hath no other way of expreſſing 
Love than by loving his Brother alſo. 7 
Our Worſhip of any kind is but an uſeleſs 


tall ice, and can add nothing to ſo perfect a 
e ng. We cannit be ſo profitable to God, as he 
re, Wi wiſe is profitable to himſelf, and therefore 
d muſt expreſs our Thankfulneſs by loving 
Col in the Poor, that are ſo many Images of 
rd Likeneſs, and Objects of his Care. 

n nereupon if the Goſpel had not very much 


nded in the Precepts of Love and Cha- 
, yet the Reaſon of the Thing would 
ich us to look upon our Brethren as nearly 
ied to our beſt Benefactor, and thereby ve- 
much ſo to ourſelves. The Relation of 
e Chriſtian to another is very near and 
ding, that Character includes the Name, 
d requires the Kindneſs of Brethren. As 


rtakers of the ſame merciful Redemption, 


nh 
er ( 


rply 
Jea 
nel 


thy of Kindneſs fur whom Chriſt dy d. 

Wn che Fewih State there was, by God's 
pointment, great Proviſion made for the 
or, the whole Fruits of the Ground every 
enth Year were allotted - to their Share. 
d, belides * the Gleaning of the Harveſt and 
ntage, a Portion of every Field was left un- 
d for them, which by Tradition was not 
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Lev, xiii. 22. Deu. xiv, 29, Þ Dent. xxiv. 19, &. 
| Tithes 


this Pledge of their Sincerity, and he that” 
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are to aſſiſt each other, and to think him 


be leſs than a ſixtieth Part. The ſecond F | 
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Tithes of the third Year were alſo theirs, 
if a great Rabbin is to be credited, tho: 
the ſixth too, by a very old Preſcription. 

| likewiſe adds it as the Opinion of their [ 
cCiors, that in Caſes of Extremity they wer 
give one Fifth of their Moveables. 

It might be neceſſary to ſet forth the . 
ſurcs of Charity to a hard- hearted Peoy 
but in Chriſtianity, which is founded in 
higheſt Love and Gratitude, this was needle{ 

Our Saviour hath made this Matter of- 
Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs, that by being n 
Voluntary it might be more Valuable, 
hath commanded Charity in general, 
requires it to be leſs or greater according 
the neceſſities of the Time. He requires it 
as to value our Performance by the Intenti 
and as a Cup of cold Water given to a Diſci 
will have it's Reward, ſo more ſhining Bo 
ties, when ſelfiſh and mercenary, will want 
— To conclude, The beſt Method of I 
charging this important Truſt, is to give be 

God and Man their due, to give God his 
in Submiſſion and Thankfulneſs, and to g 
the like to Man in Support and Aſſiſtance; 
this we act the part of juſt Stewards, and i 
hereafter expe& the Reward of it. 


III. I am to ſhew the Reward and Bll 
of faithfully diſcharging this Truſt. "If 
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be Rewards of Charity are as certain as 
eirs, Is Promiſe can make them. Sometimes 
thoſMWhis World, always in the next; the good 
on. I reaps a plentiful Crop from his 1. 5 
eir much greater Bleſſings upon himſelf. The 
were 


al Soul ſhall be made fat, and he that wa- 
th, ſpall be water d alſo himſelf, Prov. xi. 25. 


1c HM Saviour obſerves, T hat it is more bleſſed to 
Peopſſhe than to receive: And every charitable Per- 
in MW knows, by Experience, the Truth of this. 
edle that gives muſt certainly have a truer 
of {ſure in gratify ing a generous Inclination, 
g Mn the Recciver in the Relief of his Neceſ- 
e. es; he receives a double Intereſt in the 
1, ret Satisfaction that ariſeth from making 


ther happy, and is rewarded in the Act 
Civing. Such a one truly and ſenſibly 
joys. his own Kindneſs, and hath a Share 
that Happineſs he beſtows upon another. 

By this ſecret Pleaſure, God gives a preſent 
d immediate Sanction to his Commands, 
d induceth us to do that out of Inclina- 
dn, to which we are oblig'd by Duty. 

As much ſincere Compaſſion as a Man ſhews 


os Neighbour, ſo much real Kindneſs he doth 
;Winlelf; by this he bleſſes the remaining 


ock, and finds it ſo much Treaſure laid up 
gainſt the evil Day. By ſcattering thus the 
ings with which he is entruſted, he per- 
ms the Part of a faithful Steward, and may 
kpect to be continu'd, and even advanc'd in 


Is Truſt, 1 
_ D _— . 


+ But whatſoever the Recompence of his 7 
rity be in this Life; (and he hath littl 


the Chriſtian that, chinks much of tha) 
is well afſur'd, that his Reward is pred 
| Heaven. The whole Scripture is full of 
Promiſes made to Charity, That Alms-D 
come. up in the Sight 'of Gl that they are 
crifices. with which he is well pleaſed, and 
they will be recompens'd at the Reſurrefti 
VVV 
This Readineſs to rejoice with them that 
rejoice, and to mourn with them that we 
to double the Joys, arid divide the Suffer 
of our Brethren, is a Temper of all 
moſt ſuited for the Manſions of the Bleſsd 
This Habitual Diſpoſition fits us with m 
Merit to obtain future Joys, and more | 
par'd Capacities to enjoy them; and int 
happy Place multiplies to each one à Share 
the other's Happineſs. 


This Heavenly Temper then is both 
ercis'd and improv'd by extending C 
cern and Compaſſion to thoſe that want the 
and Men in every ſincere Act of Charity 
vance ſo many Steps forward to Heaven. 

pon the Whole, at the great Day, w 
an Account of our ſeveral Stewardſhips 

be given up, the Management of our We 
will be examin'd, the Mercy of God to us v 
be in Proportion to our Love of each oti 
and the main Iſſue of his Judgment will 
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on Charity; we ſhall be adyanc'd or de- 
ned in our Truſt according as we have 
e diſcharg'd it, and the Rule of this ſeems 
down in the following Verſes, He that 
withful in that which is little, will be faith- 
alſo in much; and he that is unrighteons 
little, will be wnrighteous alſo in much: And 
ju have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mmon, who will commit to you the true 
be,? This then is the faithfulleſt and wiſeſt 
kthod of diſcharging our Stewardſhips, by 
E provident laying out of falſe Riches to 


x 
* 


ot | 4 
A chaſe the Eternal Poſſcſſion of true, and by 
Mammon of Unrightcouſneſs to gain Ad- 

tance into everlaſting Habitations., Thus 


ich may ſerve for the Duty of Charity in 
kncral ; I muſt beg Leave farther to direct 
bu to the wiſeſt and uſefulleſt Expreſſion of 
in applying it to the preſent Occaſion, 
You have before you the trucſt Objects of 
ompaſhon that Nature can offer, or Religion 
lead for, ſuch whoſe Tenderneſs of Sex and 
ge calls loudly for your Pity, and whoſe In- 
licence, as yer, (and long may it continue by 
our Bounty) much deſerves it 
You have before you Children born with 
W: lame Privileges of Nature, and Capacities 
eternal Happineſs as yourſelves, but with 
o Means to improve one, or purſue the other, 
* what your Goodneſs ſhall beſtow upon 
em. SY 
D 2 The 
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The good Man ſhould endeavour to be ue 
fubas well as faithful in his Truſt, and he haM): 
no better way of expreſſing both theſe, e 

by extending his ſeaſonable Compaſſion 

Wah. VH 
The Relief that is given to advanced Aa 

ſometimes expires with the Act of giving, 
nouriſhes a Life of little Comfort to the Owne 

and of no Conſequence to the Publick, a 

tho” the Practice of it be very reaſonable, y 
the Fruits and Effects of it are not fo viſibl 
But in training up Vouth, we nouriſh the Hop 
and Pledges of the ſucceeding Age, we exten 
our ſurviving Bounty to diſtant Years, and 

ſupporting a Few may be the Inſtrument « 

blefling Thouſands. 8 
Theſe Children, if they be ſeaſonably re 
liev'd in their Wants, and improv'd in a 
uſeful Education, may, by the Bleſſing of Go 


upon their Endeavours, live ro juſtify ie 
Bounty of their Benefactors, and may do aMlr 
iuch for the next Age, as they receive fron þ 


this. 
The beſt Charity is certainly that whic 
is beſtow'd upon their Souls, and that Cha 
rity you ſhew, when you not only delivet 
them from Want, but from (the much greatet 
Misfortune of the two) the Ignorance of thei 
Duty, and give them early Opportunities ol 
 remembring their Creator in the Days of the! 
m_—_— 


The 


e ue early Education of Youth in Religion 
e h be the only Means, under God, of re- 
„te che Spirit of Primitive Chriſtianity, 
on bor many Ages hath been loſt; and 
xear Progreſs hath been made in this, 


Aq in a few Years, by the ſurprizing Encreaſe 
ng, WCharicy-Schools, as almoſt to . promile.. 
aq bzwning of that Illuſtrious Time, when 
„ ball all know God, from the leaſt to the 
ibn in the mean time it is lamentable to 


me, notwithſtanding the great Succeſs. 
tele Bounties, ſo many thouſands in a 
tian Country as yet utterly ignorant of, 
Faith, and for want of ſeaſonable In- 
lion in their Youth, not able to give ac- 
it of the Hope that is in them. This fatal 
france you may prevent in theſe Children, 
you ſhould think your ſelves happy that 
Ian do ſo, that under God you can be 
Inſtrument of the greateſt Bleſſings, and 
put ſo many into the Roads of Virtue, 
well as the Methods of Living. 


hut let not this Charity of Inſtru&ion be 
Clia ght leſs Uſeful to theſe Children becauſe 
livelMite Female Sex, ſince theſe are bleſt with 
eatet 


ul Capacities to receive Chriſtian Know- 
x, and ſometimes with better Diſpoſitions 
nploy it. V 

tei talſe Method of Judging hath excluded 
half of the Creation, without SN 


W | 
of Capacity from the Means of nice 
Knowledge, and unjuſtly reduc'd them (/ 
cept ſome few in whom Religion hath 5 

_ vaiPd upon, Cuſtom) to little better than 

Animal Life:”*Alfo that the Soul be with 
Knowledge is not good, Prov. xix. 2. and thi 
aMaxim whoſe Truth extends to all Sexes; 

Ages. But there is this farther Reaſon 
Female Underſtanding ' ſhould be impro 
becauſe Children, at a Time when they 

capable of deep Impreſſions, are commit 
to their Mothers. n 

But to return, You may aſſure your ſel 
that this Charity is of the higheſt Importan 
What Thanks may you not one Day exp 
from theſe Children themſelves, and for th 
too, from your Country and Religion? fri 
your Country, for Perſons uſeful in th 
Generition; and from your holy Religic 
for d many reſerv'd from Ignorance 2 
Infidelity, and brought into Chriſt's K. 
dom. But whatſoever may be the Succ 

and Effects of this Bounty, the Deſign o 
will never want Reward from the Searcher 
Hearts. God is not Unrighteous to forget 
Work and Labour that ' proceeds of I 
which Love you have ſhewed for his Nat 

ſake, who have miniſtred to the Saints, aud] 

rene, He vh io, , 

To conclude, What is given to theſe, 

ſo much given to God and to your ſelves, 
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lin the Increaſe and Enlargement of his Spi- 

ml Kingdom, and to your ſelves in the Du 
Reward of it; you add to the Steward's 
dom in providing for himſelf, the Honeſty ' 
pleaſing your great Maſter ; you herein 
mage your Truſt ſo much for God's Ser- 
ks, and ſo conformably to his Appoints -* 
ere, that you may expect to hear the joy= _ 
| Sentence, Well done, good and faithful 

want, thou haſt, been Faithful over a few / © 
ings, I will nate thee Ruler over mam 
llings; enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord.. 
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